
   

 

THE HEALTHY CHURCH  
by Interim Pastor, Dr. Steve Goodenough 

What constitutes a healthy church? A fair question, 
since most churches struggle with health. Matter of fact, 
churches throughout history have struggled with health. 
Read the New Testament and it will become apparent 
that the first century church struggled with health. Even 
still we can’t write off the biblical challenge of working 
towards being a healthy church just because health has 
alluded so many churches throughout history.  

What a healthy church is not. 

A healthy church is not a clique or country club. 
We’ve adopted the idea that we must become members 
of a local church or we are not useful for service. “That 
person is not a member of this church so he/she cannot 
serve here.”  Who came up with that idea anyway? I 
don’t remember reading anywhere in the New 
Testament that says you are only a saint (useful for 
service) if you are a member of a local ecclesia 
(gathering, A.K.A. church). A country club works that 
way, “If you’re not a member you can’t play golf here!” 
or a certain clique (group) may not invite you to their 

social function unless you’ve become a member and have 
been accepted by them. This mindset is the way of man. 
According to the Bible, as a believer in Christ I am part of the 
Body of Christ and a member of God’s kingdom. The Bible 
calls me a saint and, if you didn’t already know, a saint is 
useful for service in building up the body of Christ in love. 
There is no requirement to become a member of a local 
church in the Bible.  

However, asking people to become members of a local 
body is not necessarily bad. But we must clearly define what 
being a member of this congregation entails. A healthy 
church has an encompassing purpose, mission, and vision; 
something the local gathering of believers are working to 
accomplish as a whole. Therefore, what we should be asking 
of people before allowing them to become members—in 
addition to whether or not they’ve placed their faith in Jesus 
and are willing to follow the biblical mandate of baptism—is 
whether or not they are on board with the ultimate purpose, 
mission, and vision of this gathering.  Members should be 
working toward building up the body of Christ in love and 
taking that love to the local community and beyond.  

Church is not a Sunday morning event! We’ve 
compartmentalized the local church by giving the impression 
that church is Sunday morning or in some cases a building. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The children were lined up in the cafeteria for 
lunch.  At the head of the table was a large 
pile of apples.   

The nun made a note and posted 
on the apple tray:  “Take only 
ONE.  God is watching.” 

Moving further along the lunch line, at the 
other end of the table was a large pile of  
chocolate chip cookies. 

A child had written a note that 
said, “Take all you want.  God       
is watching the apples.” 

“Your Change can Change a Life” 
 

By filling a baby bottle, you help support 
the life affirming work being done by 

the Pregnancy Resource Centers of Cen-
tral OR. The Bend clinic has just recently 
moved into a larger office space in order 

to provide more resources, including    
ultrasound machines and technicians, 

pregnancy tests etc.  Bottles will be 
available on Mother’s Day through       

Father’s Day—so please take one home 
and fill with your change, or you can fill 

a virtual bottle online at  
Centraloregonforlife.org/bb 

Ladies Bible Study is now on break 
for the Summer—we will resume in 
September.   

May’s 2nd Sunday Potluck is           
CANCELLED—take mom out to eat J 

Kids Church is CANCELLED the first 
two Sundays in May—we will resume 
on May 19th.  

June’s Potluck will be the 1st Sunday 
June 2 (instead of 9th)   See weekly 
bulletin for any updates or schedule 
changes.  
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We say things like, “I’m going to church” or “Come to 
church.” What we are really saying is, “I’m going to 
Sunday morning worship service” or “Come to the 
building we use for services.” However, most people 
are not able to differentiate between what church as 
the local body of Christ and church as a Sunday 
morning event is. If we only think of Sunday morning 
services when we think of church, then we are seriously 
missing out on what church actually is.  

One of the great problems facing many local 
churches is the fact that we’ve allowed spiritually 
immature people to move into positions of leadership. 
Sometimes, the spiritually immature are our greatest 
tithers. We are afraid of losing them because of the 
fear of loss of their money and/or—if the congregation 
is small—we fear of losing a member. My question 
regarding this issue is, “Where is our focus?” If we are 
so focused on having money to function that we allow 
the spiritually immature to obtain positions of 
leadership just so that they will give large sums of 
money, then we are setting the church up for spiritual 
failure. A successful business would never allow an 
inexperienced or emotionally distraught person a 
position of leadership for fear of the damage that 
person may cause, not to mention the loss of business 
and moral amongst the workers. Why in the world does 
the church allow the spiritually immature and 
emotionally distraught positions of leadership? As 
James stated, “These things ought to not be this 
way” (James 3:10). Of course, James was talking about 
the tongue and cursing and blessing from the same 
mouth when he said that, but the implication is that 
spiritually immature people have a problem with 
controlling their tongue. James goes on to show us that 
spiritual maturity gains wisdom from above (see James 
3:17).  

In context, James says, “Who among you is wise 
and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. But if you have 
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do 
not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This 
wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but 
is earthly, natural, demonic. For where jealousy and 

(Continued from page 1) 
selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil 
thing. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good 
fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. And the seed whose 
fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace.” (Jas. 3:13-18).  

The truth is, the spiritually immature and emotionally 
unstable are easily subject to jealousy and selfish 
ambition, which is demonic. I don’t think that any local 
church would knowingly place a demonically influenced 
person in a position of leadership. However, we 
sometimes unknowingly allow demonically controlled 
people to be in positions of leadership out of fear of losing 
their financial contributions. Again, it ought to not be this 
way.  

What the church is.  

The church, in a local sense, is a gathering of believers 
in Christ who are focused on building the body of Christ to 
spiritual maturity in order to experience the fullness of 
Christ. The Sunday morning worship event should not be 
the center of the purpose of the church! Yes, we should 
have corporate worship, but the corporate worship time 
should be the natural outcome of spiritually growing 
Disciples of Christ. The local 
body of Christ should exist as 
a disciple making and 
disciple growing venture. 
The one mandate Jesus gave 
was to “Go and make 
disciples!” (Matt. 28:19). To 
make a real disciple of Christ 
the church needs to be 
investing more than just a Sunday morning sermon, and 
maybe a Sunday school class. The church needs to be 
loving (sincerely interested in the wellbeing of others). If 
each member of the church were to love just one other 
person outside the church, the amount of disciples coming 
to seek life training would double in a short period of time.  

We’ve just scratched the surface of what a healthy 
church is, but are well on our way to becoming a healthy 
church.  

Blessings,                      
   Steve 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

5:30 PM 
Wednesday Study 

“Image of God” 

5:30 PM 
Wednesday Eve. 

Bible study 

5:30 PM 
Wednesday Eve. 

Bible study 

5:30 PM 
Wednesday Eve. 

Bible study 

5:30 PM 
Wednesday Eve. 

Bible study 

 

7 p.m. 
Elders & Deacons 

Meeting 

8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast  
in fellowship hall 

 

7 p.m. 
Board Meeting 

9:00 AM 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 AM 
Worship 

 

9:00 AM 
Sunday School 

 

10:30 AM 
Worship 

 

12 Noon 
POTLUCK 

 

9:00 AM 
Sunday School 

 
10:30 AM 
Worship 

Meditations:      
   

  5—Scott S. 
12—Ed 
19—Brad 
26—Lynn 

Office closed 

Rhonda S. 
Samantha 

Ron B. 

Todd S. 

Nancy C. Cullen D. 

Steve G. 

CHATTER is a monthly newsletter of Madras Christian Church 

Friendship Day 

NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK, MAY 5-11 9:00 AM 
Sunday School 

 
10:30 AM 
Worship 
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MADRAS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

PO Box 834 
115 SE "C" Street 
Madras, OR  97741 
Ph:  541-475-2115 
 
 
RETURN ADDRESS REQUESTED 
 
 
Find us on the web… 
www.madraschristian.org 
 

Camp Koinonia Registration is now open for kids entering 4th—12th grades.   
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE  (Check with our church office if you are interested) 

High School (grades 9-12)  >  July 7—12 
Junior Camp (grades 4-6)  >  July 14—19;  Mid-High (grades 6-8)  >  July 21—26 

Early Bird Registration ends June 15th!  Cost = Early Bird—$160;  After June 15th = $175 
Register online at campkoinonia.net  — all details are also on their website. 


